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WAR SHIPS FOR THE REBEL SLATE POWER 



Ok Monday eyening, April 6th, 1863^ a large and enthusiastic public 
meeting of the members and friends of the Union and Emancipa- 
tion Society was held in the Free-trade Hall, Manchester, ''to 
protest against the building and fitting-out of piratical ships in sup- 
port of the Southern Slaveholders' Confederacy." The large hiJl 
was well filled. The body of the hall and the galleries were free ; 
to the reserved seats, all of which were occupied, a charge of a 
shilling was made. Much gratification was given by a voluntary 
performance of a number of fine pieces on the organ, by Mr. Henry 
Walker, whilst the audience were waiting the arrival of the speakers. * 
The proceedings commenced at seven o'clock, when the chair was 
taken by Mr. Alderman Harvey J. P. (Salford), in the absence of Mr. 
George Wilson. Among the gentlemen present were Professor 
Gold win Smith, of Oxford ; Professor F. W. Newman, of London 
University ; G. L. Ashlrorth, mayor of Kochdale ; Samuel Pope^ 
barriaier-at-law ; George Thompson, London ; John Roberts, Coun- 
cillor George Booth, S. Watts, jun., C. B. Rawlins, jun., Liverpool ; 
Councillor Kumney, J. Noble, jun., J. C. Dyer, S. P. Robinson, 
Alderman Livsey, Francis Taylor, Rev. Dr. Parker, Rev. Mr. 
Bertram, . T. R Wilkinson, R. Cooper, E. O. Greening, J. 0. 
Edwards, Robert Goulding, J. H. Eastcourt, Edward Hooson, 
Councillor Clegg, Councillor J. Warburton, Peter Sinclair, Coun- 
cillor Murry, T. H. Barker, Max Kyllman, J. W. Morton, Thomas 
Elson, Edward Kyllman, James Crossley, J. R. Cooper, Rev. W. 
Withington, Rawtenstall ; Rev. Mr. Dawson, Salford ; Eccles 
Shorrock, Over Darwen ; James Galloway, Councilor Williams, 
Robert Trimble, Liverpool ; Ernest Jones, barrister-at-law ; Coun- 
cillor Hampson, Dr. Watts, Dr. P. P. Carpenter, A. E. Eocles, 
Joseph Spencer, Frederick Pennington, Rev. Mr. Caine, M.A. ; 
Frederick Harrison, J. Woodin, Loudon; Councillor Thompson, 
Henry Lightboun, Henry Rawson, Samuel Lucas, London ; Richard 
Johnaon, Wm. Morris, John Shuttleworth, jun. , William Jdinson^ 
Hugh Warburton, J. K Foister, aii4 Rev. J. H. Smithson. ^ 
B 
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Qaeen's College, Galway, 5th April, 1863. 
Dear Sir,— I feel greatlj obliged bj the ticket (which has jnat reached me) for 
the meetmg at the Free-trade Hall on Monday evening, which you have been 
kind enough to send me, and regret very much that I am nnavoidably prevented 
from attending. Assuring yon of my deep sympathy in the oligects of the 
meeting, I am, faithfully yours, J. E. Caibhbs. 

Mr. Leatham wrote : — 

**I heartily hope that your meeting will be a complete success, and that the 
most dangerons and disloyal practice of buOding ships of war for the Confederates 
will be put an end to by Government interference." 

The Bev. Canon Bobinson says : — 

"I sincerely trust that the meeting may be successful, and may produce an 
effBot on the Government of the country and the violators of our national 
neutrality." 

Mr. Cobden remarked : — 

** I am sorry to say that I see no prospect of being able to be present at your 
forthcoming meeting, to protest against any breach of neutrality in respect of 
the civil war in America, in the object of if hi ch I entirely concur." 

The Chaieman said : Ladies and gentlemen, I am exceedingly' 
sorry that you Lave got such an indifferent substitute for Mr. Wil^n 
to preside over this meeting. I am glad to meet you on this occa- 
sion. The object for which we have met is a glorious one, and 
deserving of the support of every man who has a spark of humanity 
in his bosom. (Applause.) It is not my intention to trouble you 
with many observations, because there is here such an array of 
talent ; but I come to express my deep efympathy with this move- 
ment. I trust we shall be able to bring it to a satis&ctory issue, 
and rid the world of slavery ; and humanity, religion, and science 
will go hand in hand. (Applause.) 

Dr. John Watts, on being called upon to move the first resolution, 
was loudly cheered. He said : Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentle- 
men, the resolution confided to me is simply a preliminary but not 
an unimportant one, because the matter to wbich it refers has been 
fully dealt with at a previous meeting ; it will not be necessary, 
' therefore, for me to detain you long. My resolution is : — 

That this meeting hereby expresses its cordial goodwill towards, and its 
fraternal sjmpathy with, the people of the Free States of Ameri(», in their 
'onalu * ' . - . « 



patriotic efforts to preserve national unity, and to extend to all the rights of citi- 
zenship and the blessings of freedom. 

He apprehended that very little exception would be taken to that 
resolution. Wedded as he was to the doctrine of non-intervention — 
opposed as he was, with all his heart, to war — if he had been asked 
before the war commenced to take the resolution in hand, he would 
have had some doubts about it, and would have felt inclined to 
introduce a saving clause in the shape of words ''short of war ;" but 
the war was a fact, the sword was <&awn, the scabbard was gone, and 
there was no possible reason why the men of England should not ex- 
press their sympathy with the side they wished in that struggle to win. 
His resolution expressed goodwill towards the people of the Free 
States ; he felt inclined to express goodwill towards the people of all 
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the States of America. He nw no reason for dissent,, and he looked 
. with perhaps more charity than some people did upon the position of 
the planters of the Southern States. JQe looked to them in that 
position in 'which they found themselves, in which they had been 
brought up, in which circumstances over which they had had but 
little control had kept them ; but whilst he sympathised to some 
extent in their position, he felt bound to separate from them when 
he found that the result of a victory over them in Congress was an 
attempt at a victory in the field with the sword. He thought there 
were good reasons for their fraternal sympathies with the men of 
the Free States of the North. They were of our blood ; they were 
of one origin. (A voice : '* 80 are the South.") Ko doubt about it; 
and be said tb^ had goodwill towards the South as well as towards 
the North so loDg as they did not infringe upon the grand doctrines 
of morality, which all of us acknowledged. (Loud cheers.) They 
were a people who read the same authors, who claimed our Chaucer, 
Shakspere, Milton, Scott, Byron, and Shelley, as much as we 
could claim them ourselves ; and we, on the other hand, claimed 
their Lougfellow, Irving, Hawthorn, and Emerson, that grand 
prophet <^ the North ; we felt that they belonged to us, and we 
eouM not avoid a fraternal sympathy with such people, so long as 
their actions commanded our respect. It used to be the fashion to 
dbim for the South the legal right of secession. That day had gone 
by ; nobody advocated it now, for everybody was aware that the 
articles of confederation were adopted with the specific declaration 
that they should be perpetual. (Hear.) Everybody was aware that 
the constitution of the United States never contemplated secession, 
but that it did contemplate rebellion. The constitution also defined 
rebellion as being in arms against the authority of the United 
States. That rebellion was attempted in 1890, and by men who were 
sworn to maintain the constitution, but it was put down. The same 
provision and strength of will would have prevented it in 1861, but 
they had not the same character of a President in 1861 as in 1830. 
The executive failed, and the rebellion took place, and was now in 
in full swing. (Cheers. ) His resolution expressed not only fraternal 
sympathy with the persons of the Northern States, but also in their 
efforts for national imity ; and who ever looked at the geography 
oi the great American continent and did not say that unity was 
very desirable ? What would be the result of division ? Where 
would the boundary line be ? In the future they would require two 
large standing armies, and two lines of custom-houses spreading 
over 1,600 miles or more. They would have two sets of smugglers 
across the border, wherever articles were at a higher duty on the 
one side than on the other. There was another difficulty. The 
States might be divided into the Northern States {HX)per, which 
were to a considerable extent manufacturing; into the North- 
western, which were purely agricultural ; and the Southern, which 
were almost purely cotton, sugar, and tobacco growing. They wanted 
the productions of the South and the North- West. If secession 
became a fact, who was to hold the mouth of the Mississippi, that 
great river which brought down the fruits of the North- West to the 
ocean i Was it ta be held by a dbve confederaey, and would the 
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ultra-free states of the N'orth-West send their fruits through the 
country of an enemy ? These were some of the difficulties that 
would beset the question of a division of territory. If he had been an 
American, he would have approved of the policy of President Lin- 
coln ; and they, as Englishmen, were called upon to have fraternal 
sympathy with the Northerners in their efforts to maintain the Union. 
(Cheers.) Let bygones be bygones (exclaimed the speaker), and let 
us look at the present aspect of the question. Whether the war was 
originated or not for the abolition of slavery, nobody can deny that, 
on the part of the North, it means now liberty to four millions of 
human beings — (cheers)--education to them and their children, 
freedom to move, freedom to work, and freedom to get wages. 
(Loud cheers.) That is another reason for fraternal sympathy with 
the North. I was reading, a few days ago, the letters of a Man- 
chester deecAsed gentleman, written from the United States of 
America in 1857, the first year of Buchanan's presidency, and I was 
somewhat startled to find expressions to this effect in a letter 
written from the South : — " llie abolition party is increasing in 
strength, * * * and at this rate of progress, in 1861 they will 
have a majority ; and if they have a majority, division is absolutely 
certain." There is not the slightest doubt that preparations were 
made immediately afber the election of Buchanan, if not before, to 
take the step which has since been taken, if an aboUtionist president 
should ever be elected. (Hear.) I say it is clear that at present 
the battle is for slavery and anti-slavery, and, therefore, for the 
working men of Great Britain the question is a very simple one. 
Supposing the South to succeed, those immense territories not yet 
fashioned into States, which are controlled by the Federal Congress, 
and which are open to the emigrants of the present and all future 
generations, would have to be divided. Slavery would get a portion 
oi thexn, and therefore the prairie land of liberty for our children 
and children's children would be lessened. (Hear.) You will say 
this is a selfish view. It may be ; but it is a philanthroptc view as 
well as a selfish one ; for whilst I beUeve that nothing can be more 
opposed to each other than slavery and liberty, ignorance and intel- 
ligence, exhaustion of soil and perennial fertility — for that ia what 
these two principles mean — (hear) — ^it seems to me that if we take 
the side of liberty, intelligence, and perennial fertility, that we are 
on the right side, and that we are philanthropists, even though 
selfish. (Cheers.) What Englishman ever thinks of going into a 
slave State to live a happy life. There are but three classes — slave- 
owners, slaves, and "mean whites," or "white trash." (Hear.) 
There is no room for any others ; they could not Uve under the 
regimen. How often have we heard of people who, in passing 
through a slave State, have perhaps dropped a word in an hotel on 
the subject of slavery, and who have been turned instantly out of 
the State, some of them tarred and feathered, and some even worse 
treated ? (Bear.) English workmen would not like to contemplate 
a life of that sort But if they go to the free i^tates of the North, if 
they go to those luxuriant lands "flowing with milk and honey" in 
the North- West, what treatment do they get there ? The English 
wcwkman writes home, and si^rs^Money is not to be had ; but if I 
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could send you pigs, or &uit, or com, you should have plenty. 
And what does an English workman oare for if he gets his bacon, 
his com, his fruits, his home and his family around him, his liberty 
to travel, and as many more of the comforts of civilised life as 
he can get out there ? That is his interest, and it is the interest 
of the world. We want com from the North- West. People talk 
about the recognition of the Southern States, and I see that 
some folks have drawn a red-herring trail across your path even 
to-day on this subject, and have asked working men to lift up 
their voices here to-night against the North for keeping back 
cotton, and so starving our operatives ! Let us look at thiis question 
for a moment, and let us, in the first instance, suppose it true. 
What would recognition of the South do ? Even if it gave us 
cotton, it would stop our com ; for it would plunge us into a war 
with the North ; and who would exchange dear cotton for dear 
com ? (Hear. ) America sends us almost twice as much com as the 
other largest export country in the world — Russia — and if American 
exports of com were to be stopped, com would rise as much in price 
as cotton has done. Would that be for the benefit of the working 
men here 1 ('^ No ;" and cheers.) Let us look further. I say that 
recognition would not infallibly bring cotton. (Hear.) We should 
first have to break the blockade, and the breaking of a blockade 
means war ! (Hear.) What does our present trouUe cost us ? 
And when I state the trouble in money, remember it is only because 
money enables us to give the best comprehensible estimate of oiu: 
loss. We are losing in wages now in the cotton districts from nine 
to. ten millions a year. What would a year's war cost ? (Hear.) 
A year's war with Kussia cost us a hundred millions. (Hear.) In 
addition to that, it cost us from 30,000 to 40,000 lives. (Hear.) 
It cost the Turks as much ; it cost the French as much ; it cost the 
Russians as much ! And all this vast amoimt of capital is abstracted 
from industrial employment ; and that shortens bread, and shortens 
comforts. . (Hear.) I may be told, perhaps, that recognition of the 
South does not involve war. K it does not, it means nothing. 
(Hear.) A simple recognition of the South as a nation jvould 
leave the blockade untouched, would leave the North and the 
South as they are at this moment, and would not bring us a 
bale of cotton. (Hear.) The working men of England won't for- 
get that from the Northern States of America we have a fra- 
ternal feeling in our distress, and the feeling is put into the 
practical shape that the Quaker put it, when he said to somebody 
who expressed a sorrowing sympathy, "How much art thou sorry ? 
I am sorry £10." (Cheers and laughter.) The people of the North 
say to us, "We unwillingly help to cause you trouble ; we will do 
what we can to assuage your grief. We cannot send you cotton ; 
but we send you bread, that for which you work up cotton." (Loud 
cheers.) Has anybody ever heard a Southern planter say, "We 
sympathise with you, people in England ; we are the unwilling cause 
of your trouble ; we will propose to our giant opponents of the 
North that they will allow ten ships freighted with cotton to go 
peacefully down past New Orleans, and across to Liverpool, as a 
gift to Lancashire ?" ("No.") I have not heard of any such offer ; 
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therefore it seems to me that our best, Mends are in the North in 
every respect. (Cheers.) We are told sometimes that it is not 
slavery oidy that the South fights for, but that they are anxious for 
free-trade. Why did they not agitate for free-trade, as we did in 
this country when we got it ? (Cheers.) Would that have cost 
them as much as war ? And are the Yankees such fools as not to 
know that the consumers pay the import duties, and would they, 
for the sake of a few manufacturing States, charge themselves with 
immense duties, if they had been instructed in the political economy 
of the matter ? (Hear.) Why even our farmers thank us for corn- 
law repeal ; they believed themselves interested ; they are con- 
vinced that they were wrong ; I0d, after our experience, the battle 
is haJf fought for America. (Hear,) And if it had been free-trade 
that the South wanted, instead of voting in the majorities for high 
tariffs, they would have gone for an agitation for free-trade throughout 
the States. (Hear.) I have been told also that they were greatly 
offended because the Fugitive Slave Law was not properly carried 
out according to the constitution, and that runaway slaves were not 
given back. Suppose it so; will they be better for separation? 
Will they get from aj^enemy what they could not get from a friend ? 
Will slaves be sent%u;k across the border when they have two 
armies, one on each side of that border, and two rows of custom- 
house officials ? (Hear.) Then they cannot gain in that respect; 
on the contrary, there will have to be a new belt of so-called slave 
States, which will no longer be slave States, and which will compel 
the Confederacy all the more to seek annexations further South. I 
sympathise with the North because I do not beUeve the tale which 
. is told me sometimes on 'Change here, that the South would be for 
making terms for the abolition of slavery. I say, if there be any 
truth in that report, never were men so egregiously mistaken in 
this w(Mrld as are the men in the Southern Congress that they do not 
immediately call a convention and pass such an ordinance as should 
make emancipation a part of their constitution. If they woidd do 
that, they would end the war ; that would secure them the sympathy 
of working men on this side ; for I have no doubt that the work- 
ing men would be willing that they should have the completest self- 
government. Self-government ! Why they had it in every respect 
before the rebellion. (Cheers.) They had it in every respect, 
except in international relations ; and if they win in this struggle, 
they will still have international relations between the Southern 
Confederacy and other governments in the world ; and every indi- 
vidual State will be exactly in the same position to the Southern 
Confederacy that the individual States were to the Federal Union 
whilst they remained part of it. And therefore on that head they 
can gain nothing. Then it is clear, on all these grounds, that our 
sympathies ought to go with the North. It is clear also on another 
ground, and which wiU be brought before you in the succeeding 
resolution. Some time ago, I saw a paragraph in the Morning 
Post — which is supposed to be inspired by our noble Premier— 
which gave me intense pain and vexation ; it was to this effect, that 
the day may come when we shall be obliged to recognise the South ; 
and it reasoned thus : — It seemed to lay down a pLm for the 
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Southern Confederacy, by which to secure itself recognition ; that 
plan was : suppose the AldbamOy or some other vessel commissioned 
by the South, and trying to pick up Northern merchantmen, i^hould, 
by mistake, or by design, pick up an Bnglish merchantman, our 
duty would be to seek recompense. But where should we seek it ? 
Not having recognised the South, we should have no government to 
go to, unless we should lay our claim before the North ; and this 
might force us, from the obvious injustice of the case, to recognise 
the South, in order to get recompense. (Hisses.) Now that does 
not seem to me so very demonstrative. I think there are two other 
courses open : one is, to delay the claim until the end of the war, 
and then present it to the South, ^ successful, or to the North, if 
the Union is preserved (cheers) ; and the other course which is open 
to us is, to have a man-of-war of our own, and to sink the pirate ! 
(Loud cheers.) With these views, my sympathies flow duly North, 
and with great pleasure I propose the flrst resolution. (Cheers.) 

[A large placard, on a board, was at this point displayed, having 
on it the words, "The Alexandra, one of the vessels intended for 
the Confederates, seized in Liyerpool by the covemment." There 
were loud cheers on the board being ezhiKed, and still louder 
cheers when the words were read out.] 

Mr. G. L. AsHWORTH (Mayor of Eochdale) seconded the resolu- 
tion. Beferring to the placard, he said, Most sincerely do I hope 
that the announcement which has just been made is an earnest of 
the intentions of our government — (hear) — and that in future that 
''cold neutrality,'* the allusion to which met with such an insulting 
reception from our Premier on a recent occasion, may cease any 
longer to be such ; and that henceforth it may be understood by the 
Northern States of America that whilst we intend to continue a 
course of non-intervention, still the sympathies of all Englishmen 
are for the freedom of mankind. (Cheers.) Feeling as I do, that 
all persons who occupy prominent and ofiicial positions have a 
a sacred duty to perform in this crisis — (hear) — I felt I could not 
refuse the invitation of your committee. (Cheers.) I most heartily 
sympathise with the sentiments of every resolution contained in 
this evening's programme, and especially the one so admirably 
moved by Br. Watts. It may tend to console the unemployed 
operatives in their suflferings if they reflect that the American people 
are undergoing unparalleled distress, which, m my judgment, will 
lead to the emancipation of four or five milUons of people in the 
Southern States of A merica. (Loud cheers. ) Taking that view of the 
question, can our suffering artisans, whose conduct has been the 
admiration of the world, hesitate what course to pursue ? (Hear.) 
Let the working men of Lancashire remember that the people of 
England will not see them starve, when suffering for causes 
beyond their control— (hear) ; — let them rather say, — this matter 
is iu the hands of a. higher power, and that divine being who has the 
control of all events mil overrule this terrible calamity for the good 
of the world at large. (Hear.) Gentlemen, I have felt humiliated 
when I have read the press, during the past few months, to know that 
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• 
it is almost impossible to find an article thoroughly in favour of the 
freedom of the slave. ^Hear.) I say that this is a blot upon the 
BngliBh name, and it aoes shame to the character of those whose 
footsteps we profess to follow. ''All honour/' we sometimes say, 
*<to our ancestors ;'' but let us be worthy of the name they have 
handed down to us ; and when history shall write our conduct in 
this matter, let it be said of us, as we with pride say of those who 
went before us, that we handed down with untarnished lustre that 
name for freedom which was bequeathed to us. (Cheers.) Gentle- 
men, I feel proud that this meetixig has been called. It is high 
time that there should be an expression of opinion of an nnmistake- 
able character — (cheers)—and no place in England is more worthy 
to give the key note to the land than Manchester. (Cheers ) 
And no town, allow me to add, is more worthy to be represented in 
this meeting than the birthplace of John Bright — (cheers) —who, 
on this question, as on all former questions, has had the courage to 
brave public opinion, and bear the contempt that the honest expres- 
sion of his opinion was sure to bring down upon him, knowing 
that posterity would approve the conduct he had pursued. (Cheers.) 
I am satisfied that the people of England have been misl^ by the 
press. (Hear.) But I believe there is a bright star dawning in 
the distance, and I believe the day is not far distant when England, 
through this meeting, will show a very different complexion on this 
question, and that the North will find that England is true to its 
principles when the truth is clearly before it. (Cheers.) I heartily 
itocond this resolution. 

Mr. Gbo&ob Thompson, who was greeted with loud cheers, 
supported the resolution, fie said thdy were going to decide 
that night an important question — whether England would . 
tolerate the infamy brought upon her character by those who, 
whether legally or not, had engaged for some time in transactions 
of the most immoral and inhuman kind. (Loud cheers.) He 
blushed for his country—at least for those men in it who had 
brought the shame and reproach upon it. It had come to this, that • 
the capitalists, shipbuilders, and money brokers of England, were 
the last refuge of that felonious and traitorous conspiracy that for 
the present ruled despotically the so-called Confederate States. 
(Cheers.) In every one of their expectations of help and sympathy, 
the South had been disappointed ; but it had found aid and comfort 
from a source to which in its original programme it never looked. 
He did not expect that when it should sound the tocsin of war the 
loyal people in the Northern States would be prevented from taking 
any steps towards the suppression of the rebellion by the sympathy 
and aid the rebels would receive from the great and well-organised 
and hitherto omnipotent Democratic party. But they were disap- 
pointed. The fall of Fort Sumter, the surrender of the garrison 
into the hands of those who had mounted the rebel snake flag, united 
the North as one man, Democrat shook hands with Republican, both 
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shook liands wi^ the AbolitioDut ; there wett no oopperheads in 
that day, but the North was as one for the union and couBtitution 
and maintenance of law. (Cheers.) They looked to the speedy 
annexation with their nnmber^-for they were then but seven States 
—of the Border States : but in that they were also disappointed. 
They looked for the speedy annexatk>n of the great Western States, 
but they had hitherto looked in vain. They believed most implicitly 
in the omnipotence of cotton ; but in that belief they had been 
miserably disappointed. They believed almost as confidently, and 
propagated a thousand times, that the withholding of cotton would 
cause first anxiety, then disaffection, then anarchy, and then 
revolution in this country ; but even in that, thanks to the virtue 
of Lancashire, they had been mistaken. (Loud cheers.) They 
looked for the combined navies of France and England to sweep 
clear all the vessels that the Northern States might send to blockade 
their ports; and that hope had miserably failed. (Cheers.) Jn 
every hope that they had cultivated they had been disappointed ; 
and he was sorry that there were any men in this countiy sordid 
enough to become enemies of htunan liberty. (Loud cheers.) 
Availing themselves of the law (continued Mr. Thompson) but 
trampling upon the dictates of justice and the principles of morality, 
a set of men, I say, have come to their aid influenced by the most 
sordid and the most disreputable motives. (Hear, hear.) It was 
against that class of my fellow-countiymen that I had intended to 
lift up my voice to night. (Cheers, and cries of *'Gk> on.'') I 
should not have dealt with the legal aspects of this question, the 
law of which will be looked into by men learned in the law. I look 
only at the morale of this great question, and I say that however 
the men who have engaged in this traffic may be under the shelter 
of international law, they are condemned by every man who has a 
right sense of what is just and honourable and right. (Cheers.) 
To get rid of a reproach that we might justly lie under, and in 
order to do everything in our power to avert a misunderstanding 
and a war between this country and the United States of America, 
it is necessary that we should denounce these builders of piratical 
ships, and these negociators of ''copperhead" loans. As a proof of 
• the suppression of the truth by the newspapers of the present day, 
and especially by the leading journal in London, let me ask you at 
your leisure to contrast the telegrams communicated by the Daily 
Telegraph in London with the telegrams of the Times newspaper, 
dictated hf their own special agent, I believe, at some point on the 
shores of America, l^ou will find that while Renter's telegram^ 
ascribe to the Federld army some five or six distinct successes in 
various parts of the country, the Times has never communicated to 
Great Britain or the world one of those successes. (Shame.) Let 
me disabuse the minds of any here who may imagine that the 
struggle now going on between the North and the South is — ^I will 
not say a hopeless one, but one which does not promise at an early 
period a final and complete success. When Mr. Lincoln called out 
his volunteers for the defence of the capital, the Confederate 
government was organised, and there was not within the confines of 
&e eleven slave States one square yard of territory over which Mr. 
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Liaooln oould enforce the laws of the United States. How stands 
the matter now ? (Hear.) Missouri — I may almost call her a firee 
State— has accepted compensatioin for her slayes. (Hear.) She has 
elected anti-slavery representatives to the Congress, and she may 
be fairly indnded among the number of the future free States cST 
America. (Hear.) In Kentucky, and Maryland, and Delaware, 
tho Federal authority is maintained. In the last-named State 
(Delaware) a governor has recently been elected,. whoy by two sue* 
cessive proclamations, has pledged himself to render to Mc. Lincoln 
the warmest support in the carrying out and accomplishing of all 
his measures; (Hear.) I think there are no enlightened men in 
the Northern States, and few here, who do not consider that the 
emancipation of the slaves, both in Maryland and Kentucky, wiU 
be accomplished at no very distant day ; and, in the mean time, 
those States are at all events in the Union, and the Federal autho- 
rity is respected. We know also that the better half of Virginia 
is loyal to the Union, and may also be looked upon as a future free 
State. We know also that over a great part of South Carolinai 
over West Florida, on both sides of the Mississippi and on the 
peninsula of Florida itself, as well as in West Tennessee and in 
Eastern Arkansas, authority is paramount. The result of the 
whole is, speaking with reference to territory and population, that 
the authority of the constitution is exerted over two-thirds of the 
territory that was feloniously taken from the Union, and over more 
than four millions of the free inhabitants of those eleven States. 
(Cheers.) A word in support of the resolution now before you. 
You are asked to sympathise with the North. I will not go over 
the many and good reasons that Pr. Watts has assigned for your 
taking this course ; but I, as an old abolitionist (cheers), may ask 
you to support the North in consideration of what the North has 
accomplished in the direction of emancipation. I am not going to 
discuss the earlier measures of Mr. Lincola I am prepareS at any 
time to justify those measures. I believe that the character of Mr. 
Lincoln, as a constitutional ruler, is capable of entire exculpation. 
(Cheers.) But with reference to what his original motives or designs 
may have been, let us look at what is accomplished. In my most 
sanguine moments during the twenty^nine years that I have in- 
cessantly watched the anti-slavery struggle in America, never did I 
hope to live to see one-half accomplished that has been accomidished 
during the last two years. (Loud cheers.) What has been done 1 
and who has done it 2 (Hear.) The seat <^ the Federal govern- 
ment, the city of Washington, which during my two visits to 
America was full of slavery, and slave pens, and slave auctions^ and 
slave vessels (at least its port of Alexander), that national district 
has been purged from the pollution of slavery, and the government 
has therefore put the national brand upon the infamous system. 
(Cheers.) That debateable oomitry, that vast N<ath-West territory, 
comprising, I believe, a million and a quarter of square miles- 
over the whole of which the slave power intended to ext^id ita 
system, — ^has heea redeemed ; the question has been settled, the 
decree has gone forth— those vast Western teiritoiies are for ever 
to be the soene of the eomp«osated labour of free meO) and the 
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heritage of your descendants to the latest generation. (Cheers.) 
The Northern ports, which, in yiolation of Federal law, at least 
conniyed at the carrying on of slave-trade operations, those ports 
also haye been purged of their impiuity and crime ; other officials 
have been placed in the positions filled by pro-slavery democrats ; 
and now there does not go forth from any Northern port any vessel 
which can be suspected of being bent upon an improper and illegal 
mission. And to give full proof of the determination of the ad- 
ministration to put down the African slave-trade, we know that a 
slave-trading captain, brought to conviction, was left to expiate his 
criuie upon the scaffold as a felon of the first magnitude. (Cheers.) 
Well, sir, we know that during no previous administration was the 
interesting republic of Hayti, or the equally interesting republic of 
Liberia, ever recognised by the government of the United States ; 
no man from either of those republics was permitted to fill the 
office of consul at any American port. Mr. Lincoln and his govern- 
ment have recognised those republics as independent States — 
(cheers), — has invited them to take part in the legislation, and 
a recent mail has brought us the tidings of the arrival in the city 
of Washington of a representative of the Eepublic of Eayti, who 
was received as any other minister from a foreign power would 
be received and banqueted at the table of Mr. Seward, surrounded 
by the pale representatives of the proudest potentates in Europe. 
(Cheers.) Add to this, that for more than a year Mr. Lincoln has 
been earnestly engaged in attempts to bring the border states, if 
possible; to accept of compensation in return for the adoption of 
measuies either for gradual or immediate emancipation. Put these 
things together, and remember that, as a crown to the whole, Mr. 
Lincoln on the first day of this year issued a proclamation declaring 
the legal freedom and citizenship of three millions of the once 
enslaved race, and then, I say, that the Northern government repre- 
senting *fche Northern people, and the people and the government, 
are well worthy of your sympathy and admiration. (Cheers.) It 
was once said of Napoleon that he would go down to posterity with 
his Code in his hand ; and I believe that Mr. Lincoln will go down 
to posterity with those measures in his hand which have signalised 
his administration ; — and when |>assionis allayed, and when strife is 
hushedt and when the graves are closed, and when harvests shall 
wave where men fell in mutual slaughter, then Mr. Lincoln will be 
remembered as a just, beneficent, and liberty-loving ruler, who, to 
the extent of his constitutional ability, carried out the great 
American idea that all men are equal and entitled to liberty. 
(Cheers.) The remedy for these abuses and crimes on o\ur side is 
not to be sought or found at the hands of the government of this 
country, but from the universal people. (Cheers.) I am glad to 
learn that the government has, though late, taken one of those steps 
that it ought to have taken earlier. (Hear.) We must hold up 
these men, who will presently be referred to in their true colours, 
and though they fear not Grod, nor regard men, yet, we believe, they 
are to be reached by that which is more powerful than an earth- 
quake or the hurricane — the manifested voice of the public opinion 
of the country. (Cheers.) I want to explain the meaning of the 
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word *' copperhead," which I have need. You are aware that the 
lion and the unicorn and also the rose are the national, symbols of^ 
England, as the thistle is of Scotland, &o,y and that the spread* 
eagle is the symbol of the Union in America. Now, South Carolina — 
the first state to secede, and which has always been the very hotbed 
of secession — when she hoisted her standard of rebellion, put upon 
it as her symbol a rattlesniike. (Laughter.) It is an interesting 
fact in natural history that this reptile, in sloughing its skin, is sul^ 
ject to temporary blindness, and in this state of helplessness, when 
it is unable to pursue its prey, it is helped by a friendly snake called a 
" copperhead,"— (hear) — who kindly brings it food during the period 
of itR blindness. Now the democrats in the North have manifested 
much sympathy with the slave states (though, I am glad to say that 
a very significant reaction has recently taken place), and the Bepub- 
licans of the North have given to the democrats, who are peace-at-any- 
price men, and who would gladly compromise the principles of libe;rty 
in order to be restored to the South, the name of ** copperheads." 
Now, I think we have a good many *' copperheads" in England. 
(Cheers and laughter.) Far be it from me, however, to give you 
even so much as a hint, if you meet on 'Change to-morrow, or on 
the pavement, or in one of yow workshops, a man who sympathises 
with the South, that you should call him a ''copperhead." (Laugh- 
ter.) But I may be permitted to apply the name to those men of 
whom you will hear something to-night. They are "copperheads" 
of the worst description, for they are effectually fighting the battles 
of the foulest and darkest rebels that ever lifted their hands against 
their government. For remember it was their own government — 
(hear) ; — it was the government which their fathers had founded — 
the government to which the whole people had assented — a govern- 
ment which they themselves had administered for more thaa fifty 
years— a government that had always acted towards them in the 
most indulgent manner. Against this government it was that they 
rebelled, thereby \^reaking their own oaths, and overthrowing that 
very constitution which they were bound to respect and to support. 
(Hear, hear. ) English "copperheads" are supporting these rebels ; 
they are doing more — ^they are doing what they can to prevent the 
emancipation of four millions of slaves. (" Shame.") And they 
are doing what they can also to assist an oligarchy in the Southern 
States to build up a government that deliberately intends to enslave 
not black men alone, but all who are in the position of labourers. 
(Hear, hear.) Only the other day I j2:ot a letter from a friend in 
Kentucky, who is nobly fighting the battle of freedom there, and 
has lost everything in it. He has lost two of his sons in the war, 
and two daughters also, who were brought to a premature grave 
6wing to the vicissitudes under which they laboured for a consi- 
derable time, and the deprivation of the necessaries of life during 
a raid into that state by John Morgan, one of the Confederates ; and 
this friend writes to me that he has long been cognisant of the inten- 
tions of the seceding party, that whenever their independence is 
recognised they will limit the franchise to those who are either the 
holders of slaves, or the possessors of a large amount of real estate. 
That will reduce the entire working pop^tion of the Southern 
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for the Admiralty, declared tiiat tmleu in this instance the Foreign 
Enlistment Act conld be enforced, it was little better than a dead 
letter. Upon the 24th, two further depositions were forwarded by 
Mr. Adams to the Foreign .Office, although they added but little to 
the evidence already in the hands of the government. The evidence 
which, submitted to Mr. Colliwupon the 22nd, produced his opinion 
upon the 23rd, wm placed in the hands of the law officers of the 
crown on the 24th, but it produced no decision from them till tiie 
29th, and the statement made on behalf of the government was, 
that a telegram was despatched to Liverpool upon the receipt of the 
opinion of the law officers of the crown, but that it was then too 
late, because the vessel (notice of the existence of which had been 
given on the 23rd of June, and evidence relating to which had been 
given on the 22nd of July) had escaped from the Mersey, and was 
going forward on the work of devastation and destruction for which 
she was designed. (Loud cheers.) If a conunittee of the House of 
Commons were to investigate the matter, and to examine witnesses 
from the Liverpool Custom House, he«was not quite sure whether 
they would find any trace of the receipt of a telegram before the 
Slst, because there were letters dated subsequent to the despatch of 
the telegram spoken of by the government, which contained no 
mention of i^e receipt of such a message at alL It was a circum- 
stance which, of course, could not be explained ; but, knowing 
the general practice of government, and the h]st<»7 of secret 
diplomacy in aU ages, one could not help being a little suspidous 
when looking at such an interval which was unaccounted for. 
(Laughter and cheers.) It was admitted then tiiat the ^^a^ma 
sailed from Liverpool, manned by British sailors, who had been 
enlisted in defiance of the laws of this country ; it was admitted that 
she received arms on board from a British ship, and that she went 
to cruise upon her mission of destruction without having touched at 
any port excepting a port in the British dominions ; and it was 
admitted that she disgraced and degraded the British flag by hoisting 
that flag for the purpose of alluring defenceless merchantmen within 
her reach, an act which to his mmd savoured a great deal more of 
piracy than of fair and honest warfare. (Loud cheers.) But then 
we were told, and one would suppose from the pleasant way in 
which it was told that it was really true, that this was not a breach 
of international law, and that therefore the Americans had no ground 
of c(»ttplaint. (Hear.) Now for a moment he would put on one 
side the discussion of those two particular questions. He would 
not discuss now whether or not this was or was not a breach of 
international law. They would therefore be kind enough to assume 
that the Americans had no ground of complaint on that particular 
head. One could not help seeing that there was a great deal of 
confusion in the public mind, and, in truth, a great deal of confusion 
in the mkids of many politicians who attempted to discuss the ques- 
tion in the House of Commons. ITven Sir Boundell Palmer, the 
Solicitor-General, made the greater portion of his speech of extracts 
from old documents bearing upon questions long gone by, and dis- 
oossions long settled ; and oth^ti who took up the discussion 
i^peared, even as a porticm of the j^iemt of the country appesred, 
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to be unable to diatingiiiBh between the Foreign Enlistment Act 
and the general law of contraband, which was a portion of inter- 
* national law. Bat let it be remembered bhat it had no relevancy to 
this discussion whatever, whether any man charged the people of this 
country with supplying or exporting arms to the FederaU or Con- 
federates, — ^this was a totally distinct and separate question. It might 
or might not be a breach of neutrality, or a breach of international 
law, but that was not the question to be discussed in the resolu- 
tion before the meeting. What, then, was the question ? We had 
beea told that this was not a breach of international law, and 
that, therefore, the American people had no right to complain. 
But it was a breach of British law, and therefore the British people 
had a right to complain. (Loud cheers.) We had a right to com- 
' plain, not only that the citizens who professed to hold influential 
positions amongst us ; not merely that men who had been sent by 
the misplaced confidence of some constituencies to represent the 
people of this country in the House of Commons— (hisses and 
cheers) ; — not merely that men who occupied seats upon the judicial 
bench, and who in their capacity as magistrates were bound to 
administer the laws of the country — ^had broken the law in the 
most shameless manner, but that the government of the country, 
in whose hands rested the administration of the law — the executive 
of the country— had stood quietly by, saying : ** We cannot inter- 
fere, unless you can produce overwhelming evidence to prove the 
guilt of certain parties.'-' (Loud cheers, and groans for the govern- 
ment.) The ground of complaint against the government, in refer- 
ence to this case of the Alabama^ was that it was dilatory in its 
proceedings. Let them givQ the government credit for the very 
best intentions ; let it be said, as the Solicitor-General himself said, 
that the government did as much as it could do imder the circum- 
stances, and that it could only proceed upon evidence. It was 
perfectly true that, with regard to the seizure of vessels by custom- 
house officers, the Foreign Enlistment Act did provide that certain 
evidence should be necessary to entitle those officers to act ; but did 
that justify or excuse the government in the course they pursued '? 
The complaint he had to make against the government was this, 
that they remained perfectly quiescent until it was too late to 
move ; the gravamen of the charge was not that they acted without 
evidence, or that they refused to act when there was evidence pro- 
duced, but that in this particular offence they never made the 
slightest effort to obtain the evidence. (Loud cheers.) Was that 
the way in which the criminal law of the country in ordinary cases 
was administered ? Let it never be forgotten that a breach of the 
Foreign Enlistment Act was as much a crime as any other that was 
punished by the executive power of the state. If a man broke the 
law in minor matters, did the government in its executive capacity 
wait till somebody brought to them the evidence which was neces- 
sary to obtain conviction ? What were the blue-coated gentlemen 
now walking the streets for ? (Laughter.) Were they there to 
obtain evidence in order to secure the conviction of crime, or were 
they simply to wait there.for the information upon which they were 
to act ? Every man's common sense must tell him that if it were 
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the duty of goyemment to pnmisb crime, it wm equaXLf tke dnty of 
goTemmeiit to detect crime. (Cheen.) Therefore the complaiiit 
aguBBt tile goTemment was that thc^ mused to pat in fiiotion the 
machinery to obtain the evidence, and that they were dilatory in 
acting when that evidence had been obtained for them. (Cheers.) 
There had been a defence pnt forth on the part of the government, 
which, being pot forth by the most eminent law officer of the crown, 
might be taken as the best defence which could be produced. In 
tiie debate which took pkce in the House of Commons, the Sotieitor* 
General admitted that at all events a foreign goremment might 
appeal to the Moidly feeling and dispositioBi c^ the neutral state to 
enforce its own laws within its own t^nitory. But it could not 
complain if that law was enforced upon the principle whicii always 
inrevailed in the oouatry, upon evidence according to law, and not 
upon ni^re suspicion or presumption. What he asked was this, that 
the government should do in this matter as they did in all other 
matters, and should adminiater this part of the criminal law pre* 
dsely as tiiey administered the other parts of the criminal law. 
(Loud cheers.) But th«i the Sdiicitor-Gkneral proceeded to point out 
what he said were some difficulties, and it appeared that that officer 
had reidly pointed out one of the misapprehensions into which the 
general public had fallen. Speaking of the difficulties of bringing 
legal proof to bear upon the question, the Solicitor-General said : 
Two things must be proved : first, that there had been what the 
law would consider the fitting-out, equipping, and arming of the 
vessel ; and secondly, that this vessel was intended for the use of 
the foreign power. Now, with great deference to the SoHcitor<* 
General's opinions, these were not the words of the Act of Parlia- 
ment. The words ci the Act, as taken from the 7th section, in which 
they occurred, were these : "Be it further enacted, that if way 
person within any part of the United Kingdom, or any part of hii 
Majesty's dominions beyond the sea, shaU, wit^ut the leave 
and license of his Majesty, <fec., <fec., equip, furnish, fit out, or 
arm." (Cheers.) It was not, as the Solicitor-General said, ^* and ** 
but '^ or "arm ; arming was a separate and dis^ct matter from 
the other points laid down. (Cheers.) The clause then went on 
to make the attempt to equip, fumiid», fit out, or arm a 
vessel, like the act its^— a misdemeanour. Taking that view of 
the dbkuse, let the meeting for a nM»nent consider wiiat was the evi^ 
dence with r^ard to tiiis Alabmrna, bearing in mind that the offence 
was to *' equip, furnish, fit out, or arm." Now, then, was the Alabama 
equipped, furnished, or fitted out 1 — that was the question. (Cheers.) 
It so happened that the evidence of a man named Passmore^ 
furnished to the government on the 22nd of July, was declared by 
the Solicitor-General himself to be quite sufficient to vindicate tha 
position which the government afterwards, though very dilatorily, 
took in endeavouring to stop the Alabama. Passmore, in his 
evidence, said that the vessel was built and fitted out as a fighting 
ship in all respects, that she had shot and canister racks on deck, 
and that she was pierced for guns, the sockets of which were laid 
down even while &» lay at the whavf i& BuicenheadL Hew that 
was the evidence ; and did it not ss^M«fy the n»eeting thai wfco«vev 
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was engaged in that tranBaotion did attempt to equip, famish, and 
fit* out a Yessel intended for the service of the Confederate States. 
If so, the evidence was bomplete, and the talk about the vessel 
getting the arms on board, on the coast of Ireland or elsewhere, had 
nothing to do with the queB]kion, because that was a separate offence 
according to the terms of the Act of Parliament. (Cheers. ) What he 
was unable to understand was how, with the subsequent language of 
the section in his mind, anybody could f{dl into the mistake of suppos- 
ing that arming ships alone was an offence against the Foreign Enlist- 
ment Act, because the section went on to say that if a vessel were fitted 
out to be used as a transport or store ship it was an offence within the 
meaning of the Act. It was quite clear from the language of the Act 
that any equipment, furnishing, or fitting oiit of a vessel, which would 
afford assistance to a foreign power at war vith a friendly power 
was a breach of the law. (Cheers. ) It was perfectly conclusive that 
the difficulties suggested by the learned Solicitor-Gieneral must fall 
to the ground. (Cheers.) It was rather remarkable also that the 
discussion of this question had proceeded as though seizure of the 
vessel was the only means of enforcement possessed by the govern- 
ment. Even during the evening all had been rejoiced by the 
announcement of what was (it was to be feared) the very reluctant 
act of the government in seizing a vessel building in the Mersey. 
(Cheers.) The public had received fi'om the press the impression 
that that was all the government could do ; but the Act of Parlia- 
ment provided for the punishment of the persons, as well as for th^ 
confiscation of the vessels. (Tremendous cheering.) The section 
from which quotations had already been made enacted that '* every 
person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour, and 
shall, upon conviction thereof^ upon any information or indictment, 
be punished by fine or imprisonment, or either of them, at the dis- 
cretion of the court in which such offender shall be convicted.'^ 
(Continued cheering.) The Act of Parliament was therefore directed, 
not merely against the offence, but against the offender. The 4th 
section of the same Act provided that justices of the peace, acting 
upon proper information, should examine into the nature of the 
offence, and act upon it. Now, did any one doubt that Mr. Laird — 
(loud groans and hisses) — ^knew perfectly well what was going on in 
his own ship-building yard. (''No, no," and cheers.) Let us see, 
exclaimed Mr. Pope. I will refer to the deposition of Passmore, 
which has been spoken to by the Solicitor-General as conclusive. 
Passmore said : — 

Captain Butcher then engaged me as an able seaman on board the said vessel, 
at the salary of £4. 10s. per month ; and it was arranged that I should join the 
ship in Messrs. Laird and Co.'s yard on the following Monday. To enable me to 
get on board, Captain Butcher gave me, as a password, the number *<290." 

And that is the transaction which, in the House of Commons, Mr. 
Laird said was perfectly open and above board, although it required 
a secret pass-word I (Cheers. ) 

On the following Monday, which was, I believe, on the 23rd day of June last„ 
I joined the said vessel in Messrs. Laird and Co.'s yard, at Birkenhead. 
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Then, if you go on to the farther depositions, you will find that 
Edward Roberts deposed that — 

By the direction of the said Mr. Barnett, I met Captain Butcher [that is the 
enlisting agent] the same day, on the St. George's Landine Stage, and followed 
him to Messrs. Laird and Go.'8 hnilding yard, and on board a vessel lying there. 
The said Captain Batcher spoke to the Doatawain about me, and I received my 
orders from the boatswain. I understood, both at Messrs. Laird and Co.*s yard 
and also on board the said vessel that the said Captain Bullock was the owner of 
the said vessel. 

Another deponent, Robert John Tayloi^ stated : — 

Mr. Rickerby, at liverpool, gave me instructions to go to Captain Butcher, 
at Laird's yard, Birkenhead. I saw Mr. Butcher at one of Mr. Iiaird's offices 
last Thursday fortnight, viz., 3rd July last. 

Now, I ask you, gentlemen, whether you can have the slightest 
doubt, after hearing these depositions from three persons who were 
engaged to join this ship at Mr. Laird's yard, that Captain Butcher 
was very well known by everybody in Liverpool to be the agent of 
the Confederate States, using Mr. Laird's office for the purposes of 
enlistment 1 and can you doubt that Mr. Laird knew perfectly well 
what was going on all the time ? (Cheers.) If this were so-^ 
if it were true that there were provisions in the Act of Par- 
liament such as he (Mr. Pope) had read; if it were true that 
there was evidence before ouf government such as had been 
quoted, and that the government were anxious to enforce the 
Act to the best of their power ; he asked the meeting — now there 
was a crime admitted to have been committed, what had been done 
with the criminal ? (Tremendous cheers.) Why he (the criminal) 
was in the House of Commons. (Hisses and groans, and cries of 
" Turn the fellow out.") From his place 'in the house he boldly 
avowed that, for the purpose of selfish and private gain, he had 
done an act which was intended to support a cause based upon a 
defiance of the eternal laws of humanify, and which necessarily 
involved a defiance of the laws of his own country. (Cheers.) And 
yet, cheered by some of the members of that house, the government, 
either from weakness or indifference, remained perfectly quiescent, 
and refused to interfere or to punish. Had we not, then, some 
grounds of complaint against the government, and were we not 
right in saying wo should be content wii^ nothing less than effectual 
steps to prevent these nefarious proceedings. (Loud cheers.) 
Even if the government were weak or indifferent, the criminal could 
not escape from the bar of public opinion. He must be told — and 
all such must be told — that self-aggrandisement was not the highest 
characteristic of the British merchant. (Cheers.) Was it a light 
thing to imperil the peace of such a country as this ? If we must 
have war, should it not be upon some occasion which might justify, 
or excuse if it could not justify, the dreadful sacrifice. ** If war 
must come," said Canning, in discussing a similar question, '' let it 
come in the shape of satisfaction to be demanded for injuries, of 
rights to be asserted, of interests to be protected, of treaties to be 
f ufilled, but, in €k>d's name, let it not oome in the paltry, petti- 
fogging way of fitting out ships in our harbours to cruise for gain." 
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(Loud cheen.) In Maachestery vo bad been somewhat aociutoi&Ad 
to be taunted with the commercial tone of our politics. We had 
been told that here our king waa cotton, our conscience was cotton, 
our hopes and aspirations were cotton. It was the glory of the 
working classes of Lancashire that not «Ten privation and distress 
had beeu able to wring &om them a single cry, except a cry for 
liberty and emancipation. (Cheers.) Let them, then, so far as 
their roices could carry it, tell the country again, as they had told 
it before, that however it might consist with the conscience of the 
honourable member for BirkBnhead*-<hisses and groans) — ^to be 
handed down to posterity as the builder of the Alabama^ and a sup- 
porter of the Southern slaveholders' confederacy, instead of a 
Lsibourer for the rights and emancipation of the people, the working 
classes of Manchester, at all events, still maintained the conviction 
that the pursuit of commerce was honourable only so £ur as it was 
conducive to the peace and wel&re of the realm, and was conducted 
in dutiful obedience to the laws of the state which had [ffoteoted it 
and given it stabiUty. (Fixionged cheering.) 

Professor F. W. ^N'swJtAir seconded the resolution. After some 
preliminary cemarks, he said : I cannot pretend to l^gal knowledge ; 
but happily that is needless, after the speech witich you have just 
heard on the L^gal aide of this question. (Hear.) This meeting k 
probably as little acquainted as 9 am with the details of our law. 
The American public is, of course, less a4X|^uainted with it still ; and 
(what is well to oba#rve) they cannot be expected to care about our 
law at all : they care only about the broad moral aspect of th« 
facts. (Hear.) Against our govemniient, we have a two-fold 
quarrel : one on which Mr. Pope has just esdaiged, and one to which 
I direct your attention, whix^h would be equally valid if no Foreign 
Enlistment Act at all existed. Snglishinen are bringing us into 
danger, and the government does nothing to save us from the 
danger. (Hear.) In past times the English Government has 
always acted with a very high hand, and with supreme acorn of the 
technicalities of public law, when it has thought its own safety 
required it. You have all heard how it dealt with Copenhagen, 
when it believed that it had sure information of an intdigue, by 
which iNfl^leon I. was to become possessed of the Danish fleet. 
Though Denmark was a neutral power, the English Oovemment 
sent a fleet to bombaiHl Copenhagen, seized upon the Danish shipsL, 
and oarried them away as a booty. (Heiur.) What right would it 
have to be surprised if Federal ships were now to attack Birisenhead 
or the Clyde, in order to destroy ot carry away the forty or nfty new 
Mabamas which Earl Bussell must know to be destined to attack 
the Federal merchant navy or the docks of New York 2 (Cheers*) 
In providing, for the safety of this nation, statesmen have idways 
considered, not how much they could prove before a jury, but what 
was proved to their own moral assurance. If Earl Bussell has no 
real doubts c^ the destination of any of these ships, he is bound to 
take the same precautions as against pirates preparing to attack us. 
(Hear. ) Not only has he not prosecuted the builder of i^e Alahama^ 
as Mx. Pope has insisted, but when the ship eBC£^>ed he did not 
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<Hrder it to^be pursued. A remarkable precedent for this was given 
in the case of the ship United Kingdom, to which Lord Pahnsrston 
adverted in a recent debate. (Hear.) Thia ship, in tiie Bpanish war 
of Don Carlos, got out, exactly aa did the Alabama, because the 
ministry could £nd no adequate legal plea for seizing it. But they 
took care that a ship of war should follow it close, and prevent it 
from taking guna and ammunition on board : which was done so 
effeotuallyl, that lit was forced to return to England without any 
result. This case, quoted by Lord Palmerstcni ia defence, will, 
on the contrary, convince. Americans that our ministers have con- 
nived at the escape of the Alabama : and the resentment of nations 
can never be appeased by lawyers' pleadings. Does any of you 
doubt how Lord Palmerston l^mself would have behaved to the 
iimperor of China, if in the Russian war Chinese war-junks had 
come forth from Canton or Shanghae, with a Chinese crew and a 
Russian captain, to waylay, plunder, and bum our goldships from 
Australia ? I believe he would forthwith have attacked Canton or 
Shanghae without any previous formalities of expostulation, and 
woukl have tried to bum the pirate ships in the docks themselves. 
(Hear.) If the Federals do not attack Liverpool and Birkenhead, 
because their hands are now toojfull of work, their sense of our 
wrong is not the less acute, but accumulates in theic hearts while 
they suppress it And, wonderful to say, while we goad them with 
this and many other injuries, our public men pay compliments to 
the ministry, and the ministry praise themselves, for their excellent 
behaviour to the Northern States. (Hear.) Nay, an eminent 
person has said that we deserve the gratitude of President Lineoln 
for the yety delicate consideration we have shown him in not 
recognising the South ! (<' Oh !") One person after another tells me 
that the .0f orth is ^ridiculously sensitive, is fanciful, is irritable, is 
childish. Well, if the North be a chUd, that child is a giant 
(Hear.) People may say what they please ; but the Free North is a 
great fact, and, moreover, is going to be a greater fact. (Cheers.) 
She has established the working man's birthright — his right to 
education and refinement, to respect and honour— his right to rise, 
unimpeded by artifical barriers, to the highest place which he 
deserves. IMs is the guarantee of her perpetual growth. (Cheers. ) 
The North has purged the Union €i complicity with slavery ; and 
when it comes out of this contest as the vict<»ious champion of 
freedom, and the winner of rights for even the white millions of the 
South itself, it will undoubte&y have a new and just self-confidence, 
having experience in war, a fleet containing iron-clad vessels such as 
none of our wooden ships can face, and a power of rapid shipbuilding 
which Great Britain hraaelf can hardly equaL Is this a power to 
which we can aiford to give deadly offence ? And is not this pre- 
cisely the pow€ff which ought to be our dearest Mend 1 It has now 
given, not twenty millions of money, as we gave to free the negroes 
in our colonies, but one hundred ^usand precious lives of its own 
citiaeos, to prevent the new territories of the Union from being 
defiled with slavery, and the whole Union being perverted into a 
ilave system. (Cheers. ) By their conduct in the last three ye^rs, 
the Northern States of AwiArina which ate the heart of the Union, 
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have raised the moral value .of the Union immeasurably in the 
estimate of right-judging men. (Hear.) I would fain hope that 
ministers, before it is too late, will put out sincere energy — wiU 
stop the pirate-ships, and prosecute the builders and promoters. 
(Hear.) But whatever they do or neglect, our duty is, to the 
utmost of our constitutional power, to secure that the American 
Tnion shall have no ground of war against us .on this matter. 
(Cheers.) At the next general election, we ought to put to all 
candidates the following questions ; — " Will you vote in Parliament 
to pav indemnity to America for all the damage which the Alabama 
and her sisters may have committed ? and will you press on the 
government the duty of suing Messrs Laird, Lindsay, and all 
others concerned, to repay that indemnity, though to the sacrifice 
of the uttermost farthing of their fortunes V^ (Cheers.) I presume 
that it is your judgment, as mine, that they ought to be made to 
repay. I could, perhaps, judge pretty well of myself ; but I have 
also received information how you are minded from a quarter which 
you may not suspect. Earl Russell has declared, in a letter to the 
American ambassador, that the people ef England are universally 
in favour of the North. This was said by Earl Bussell— was said 
officially — perhaps a year ago. Now, as the historical estimate of a 
Russell is that of a statesman who counts the nation as something, 
especially when he is about to expose it to the contingency of a war, 
we might have expected of him more energy in this matter. Con- 
sider what would be the meaning of such a war in such a cause. 
(Hear.) It would mean, first of all, the stoppage of all the com 
now received from America, aild with it a great dearth of bread. 
(Hear.) It would mean, also, not one Alabama proceeding from 
America, but fifty or a huncLred, to attack English commerce. 
(Hear ) There are, perhaps, two dozen ships of the Federal navy 
at this moment chasing that one vessel. How many of her 
Majesty's ships would be needed to chase the privateers, or the 
armed ships of the American government, if we got entangled in 
this war 1 (Hear.) We should inflict severe blows, no doubt ; yet 
they could not hinder the inevitable result, the sweeping of EngUsh 
commerce froih all the seas. Our commerce could only be carried 
on in neutral bottoms. And whence would so vast a merchant navy 
of neutrals arise ? — unless, indeed, all the English ships coulli be 
suddenly sold ; and what would meanwhile come to the English 
millions who live by trade ? what, also, to the public revenue ? 
Even in the best of causes, such a war would be terrible ; but in so 
bad a cause it must miscarry ; for Engl^id would be divided against 
herself : thousands of us would pray for the defeat of our country. 
Some one cries, No ? but I say, Yes. Both morality and patriotism 
would lead to this. To a criminal, nothing is so bad as the success 
of his crime ; and to a country involved in imjust war, no curse is 
so great as the success of its injustice. What I feej^ thousands 
besides would feel — ^that it would become our duty to use all legal 
and constitutional means of thwarting and stopping the government 
in such a war, and forcing it to msdce peace by submitting to the 
just demands made upon it. But, meanwhile, y^t another danger 
would threaten us. Lord Palmerston told us a very few years ago, 
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that we were in imminent danger from the enmity of France^ and 
that we most spend nine millions of money in fortifications. 
(Hear. ) If that was not an utter fEJsehood and monstrous iniquity — 
to take that nine millions for nothing out of the pockets of the 
people — what would happen from the enmity of France if we got 
into war with America? It may be probably calculated that 
France would presently find or make an excuse for joining the 
Americans against us, as she did in the first war : and what would 
then become of Ireland ? To build, or promote, or connive at these 
pirate ships, is to prepare the way, first, to starve the people of 
England ; secondly, to sweep away the commerce of England ; * 
thinily, to make it probable that the colonies will reVolt in self- 
defence ; and lastly, that Ireland shall be convulsed by dangerous 
civil war. I therefore denounce this as a wicked and abominable 
proceeding, whether it be or be not an offence against the letter of 
the Engl^h law ; and I hope the meeting will sanction the 
resolution. (Loud cheers.) 

Professor Goldwin Smith, of the University of Oaford, on 
being called upon, said : Mr. Chairman, I will not detain the 
meeting long at this late hour in supporting the resolution. The 
legal aspect of it has been thoroughly enforced by Mr. Pope, the 
moral aspect by Professor Newman. I came here to-day from 
Oxford, not to speak, for I am not in the habit of speaking, but to 
join in a meeting in favour of a cause which is that of all England. 
(Hear. ) Never did men meet for a better or more patriotic object 
than has called us here to-night. (Hear.) I do not regard this as 
the cause of North America ; I regard it as the cause of England. 
(Hear.) I regard it as the cause of the honour, the- good hame, the 
position of England among nations. Ships have gone forth from 
the ports of England on various missions ; they have gone forth to 
carry the blessings of commerce, and the productions of this great 
city all over the world ; they have ^one forth sometimes to carry 
the missionary with his burden of truth to distant lands ; they have 
gone forth sometimes for a sterner, but still honourable purpose — 
to defend their country in fair and honest war — (hear) ; but never yet 
has^ere gone forth from the ports of England the black flag of the 
budffiieer. (Hear.) I wish, mdeed, that it were the black flag of 
the buccaneer ; but unhappily it is the flag of England that floats 
over the Alabamans deck. (Hear.) like the speaker who preceded 
me, I dwell more readily on the moral than on the legal aspect of 
this question. The duties of nations towards each other are not • 
bounded by the technical rules of law ; they are as broad as the 
r^les of morality and honour ; and if, in our dealings with America, 
we violate the rules of morality and honour, we shall abide the 
coniikiuences pf wrong-doing, though our lawyers may advise us 
that we are secure. What is taking place ? The Federals have 
blockaded the Southern ports ; the Southerns cannot wage a navid 
war from their own porte ; they are allowed to use our ports for 
the purpose. (Hear.) No nation ever inflicted on another a more 
flagrant or a more maddening wrong ; and no nation with English 
blood in its veins, as the Americans have, ever bore sudi a 
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wrong without resdntmeni (Cheen.) The o«se of the Alabama 
bean no analogy to the ease of the sale of mttnitioni of war. 
(Hear, hear.) She was not, like mnnitions of war, exported to 
the territory of her purchaBera. (Hear.) She did not go^ and 
nerer was meant to go, into a Confederate port. Up to thia 
moment, I believe, riie has never entered a port in the Con- 
federate territory. Boilt and equipped in Kngland, manned by 
English seamen, with the l^glish dag flying, she goes forth 
to cruiae from an English port against the commerce of our' all»M. 
That is the substantial grievance of the American Govem- 
ment, and no technicalities of the Solicitor-General will make it 
otherwise than a heinous wrong. (Loud cheers.) The Solicitor- 
General says that the North have in previous instances been 
undnly sensitive. No doubt they have. 1 do not justify all the 
language that has been held by Mr. Seward, nor all the complaints 
that the American minister has made. But remember this, that 
nations when struggling in the agony of a contest for existence are apt 
to be sensitive, and we must be forbearing towards their sensitive- 
ness. That they may have been too sensitive on former occasions 
does not affect the great question which is now put before the moral 
sense of our nation. • (Hear.) We are met here to-night, I hope, not 
merely to talk, but to do something to save the conniay from a 
great danger. (Cheers.) Nations do not make up their mind 
beforehand deliberately to go to war ; they become exasperated, and 
then they are carried into war-^to use the expression of one of our 
own statesmen (if those who ^' drift" deserve the name of states- 
men), they "drift" into war. And we may now drift into a war 
with America. There has gone out to the Americans the 
report of the debate on Mr. Forster's motion ; they will soon 
have read the speech of the Solicitor-General, treating their com- ^ 
plaints with little courtesy ; they will have read the speech of 
Mr. Laird, avowing, 1 think I may say, what 1 cannot but call 
his crime. (Cheers.) They will have seen that a large party in 
the House of Commons received Mr. Laird not with disappro- 
bation, but with enthusiastic cheers ; they will have seen that 
the announcement of the success of the Alabama herself was 
cheered in the House. This will^ have gone out to theti^ it 
will excite in them bitter feelings,' and perhaps they may oo on 
their side something that will cause our government to demand 
reparation. In that way we may become involved in war. And 
remember what a war it will be. It will be a war between kindred 
nations, bound to each other by all the ties by which brethren can 
be bound. Not only so, but it will be a war that will out off our 
main outlet for emigration, and that at a time when such an outlet 
is more than ever needfuL (Cheers.) It will be a war a^so cutting 
off one of our main supplies of food. After generations may ftirse 
this day, unless we can do something to avert the evil (Loud 
cheers.) Remember that about seventy years ago England was 
drawn into a war with another republic by the political passions of 
^e upper classes ; for the upper classes, too, have their political 
passions, though they talk as i£ political passion was confined to the 
people* (Hear.) We were drawn into a war with the French rebublic 
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UMed, vunmiiina of moiiey bMides. wera^iixUe, ooeaBft.of blood: waMi 
eaopendeoL iaidtliel»is4enQfthowujfdUBiain]yoiLthelo«fBr<^^ 
fev the laadownem got back their taacee by high raoti^ aad th» 
otMgSf b^high tithes ; the burdeQ fell mainly i^on.&e lower olemiei^ 
and thoee ekMUMi have not zeooverad it to thia day^ Itraieonbar) yoa^ 
who have the nfirage, that von an traateea in. this matter Ibr. thoss 
itko haife it not Bemembec that the milKomi lie helplese and 
mienfranohiaad ; that they oannot lifb a. finger to save themaetvee ; 
that they may be drawn, into this w»d by the pawionsx of chissee 
whose inteieBta are not theirs. Therefore make, ,if yon oan, ft 
mjHdal atmggje to airect the eviL The government has. shown 
itself weak; but tiiere ai» in. it, no doubt, good elemenitsi 
Yoa oannot mistake fiom the bearing ef Lord PalmerBton tfaat^ 
he is the head of the Southern party* (flean)' It seems, on? 
tiie other hand, finm some eaquressioas l^t have Allien ftoaoL 
Barl BnMsell that his heart is now on the right side ; that he. 
remembers his old liberal prindples ; that he reodlleots that he led' 
the liberal' party in the days when liberal principles wero not^ as. 
now^ a moekery, but a source of piide and hope. (Oheera)' Lend^ 
then^ if you can, support to the weak but the«good party in the- 
oovemmMit ; and, if you ean, sustaia it against the other party^i 
Show that you will use your strength, at the eleotionst PrMeth» 
ministers tedo their duty. Saire the nation finomthisdishonour and- 
from tins, danger. Have the nunistere themselves' from bringing on 
their country » calamity, which, if they do bring it on herv will make 
their own names inihmoms and accursed for ever. (Land eheem.) 

Tke resolution was carried almost unanimously, ovU^ about i| 
doasen stray hands, bdng held up against it at the end of the rooi^ 

Mr. 0^AXL99 Ttawmsn, junr., of Liverpool; said : The lesolutiott 
I have the honotur of proposing is this : — 

That tbia meeting calls upon the Chambers of Qomsiercn SQdfthQ piiKlUe {trev, 
of the coantry, in view of the momentous moral and commercial interest, 
ieopardfsed, to speak oat boldly in behalf of British honomf and international 
law, and to asMue the people of the Anerioaa rqpablie thai their bmthveii ia^ 
Great Brit^im fepndiatei Ml eooiplieity irrith tbow enemiea of. finee^^m aod- 
homanifrjri at home and abroad, who are seekipg to establish, a oaticta on ^ tilia 
wild ana guilty pbant^^y, lihat poan can hold pKOp^rt^ ia nvu^ 

Gentlemen, thae vesolutioQ seems to point to a piineiple wbioh iv 
nowhope more universally leoognised than in this town, namely the^ 
divinen of employment m the pursuance of a great oliject. It oaUe 
upon the ehambera of cemsaeroe to take in hand the duty which 
especially devolves upon them, namely, the j^tection of the great 
commercial interests of the country which are endangered' by any 
inftaetion of our neutrality ; and it calls upon the pubfio press—* 
than which, notwithstanding all that has past, I b^eve a purer and 
a freer press has never existed in the world, ***to speak out boMbr 
on behalf of Idle gesat principles of intemational law and British 
honouriy aad the great momi principles which are inssparaMy eon* 
neetsd theMsrith. it is beeause we eenseive that BrHash hmiouff 
luMtbeen coBipromisedj »nd tbait iatenMitiOiuJ law has been violatet^ 
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thftt we are met in thiB building to night. I know that this is 
denied by the law adTiaen of the crown ; but I think our friend 
Mr. Pope has effectually demolished some parts at any rate of the 
Solicitor-Oeneral's most specious speech. (Cheers.) The Solidtor- 
GKdneral took great credit for the goyemnent that they had offered 
no fkcilities for the sailing of tiie Alabama^ that it was only by 
stratagem, and by a violation of the laws that she had shipped out 
Now what is the evidence of Mr. Laird himself in his speech in the 
House of Commons ? (Hear.) Mr. Laird said, ** When the ofSlcers 
of the government came to ihe builders they were shown over the 
ship, and day after day the custom-houde ofSlcers were on board, as 
they were when she finally leffc, and they saw nothing wrong ; they 
only left her when the tug left, and they were obliged to declare 
her a legitimate transaction." Are we to be told that government 
gave no facilities for the sailing of this ship when they had the 
custom-house officers hovering about her, and as it were giving her 
hints that she must not take in her guns there, that it would be 
safer for her to sail away to the Azores, and let the guns follow her ? 
(Hear.) On the other hand, the law officers of the crown delayed 
their opinion upon depositions which had been sent in, and which 
were bandied abouji from the collector of cubtoms in Liverpool to 
the commissioner of customs in London, from him to their own 
solicitor, from the solicitor to the Treasury, from the Treasury to 
Lord John Russell, and back again to the law advisers of the 
crown. While these depositions were being thus treated, can we 
wonder that the officers on board declared that there could be 
nothing wrong in the transaction ? (Hear.) Need we wonder that 
she sailed without a register or without a clearance ? Since then 
that vessel has been doing her work of plunder and destruction. 
She has not only destroyed American property, she has destroyed 
£«nglish property. And when the owners asked Lord John Russell 
to whom they are to look for redress, Lord RusseU coolly tells 
them that they must find redress in Confederate prize courts which 
never had, and probably never will have any existence. (Shame.). 
Here are facts which ought to engage the attention of Chambers of 
Commerce throughout the countey, of tiie public press, and above 
all of the hoiises of legislature. Will they stand by and see with- 
out further inquiry and without positive action tlus flagrant and 
culpable neglect in the execution of our own laws ? From the city 
whence the George Qritwold came laden with substantial sympathy 
for our distressed people, we now hear strong remonstrances and 
sup^gestions of retaliation. Why, the George Griswold actually 
sailed into the very port on her errand of mercy whence issued the 
Alabama on her mission of destruction. (Hear.) When our 
American brethren further reflect that the Confederate loan has 
met with brilliant success in this country — a loan to support 
rebellion, a rebellion not raised for the sake of freedom but for the 
perpetuation and indefinite extension of slavery ; when we reflect 
that every dollar of that loan will go to send out more Alabamas, 
now actually equipping in our ports ; when they read the Solicitor- 
General's speech, which is a continued string of instructions how to 
evade the law and send those vessels safely out of port on their 
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piratioal ezpeditions ; when fhey reflect that these priyateen are 
built by a nation who professed to repudiate priyateerin^ as a relio 
of barbaric warfare ; and when they read the Titnet daily issuing 
its artides Insulting those political institutions which are as dear to 
them as our own institutions are dear to us, — then I sav amidst all 
this meddlesome neutrality on our part can we wonder that the 
tide of indignation rises higher and higher, and that the love that 
should exist between brethren is converted into hate ? (Cheers.) 
The hearts of the people we know to be sound upon this subject 
and upon the subject of slayery. (Hear.) The working classes 
have an instinctive feeling — as our esteemed Mend Mr. Potter said 
in his admirable letter — ^that if principles subversive of freedom 
succeed in one part of the world, they may be tried in another. 
Heartily and sincerely do the working classes concur in the great 
doctrine that all men are bom free and equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, and that part of 
those rights are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. The 
greed of gold may tempt our capitalists into Confederate loans, and 
into violations of our law, but not even the pangs of hunger can 
seduce our working population. (Cheers.) A scanty supply of 
cotton may here and there tempt a mistaken jnillowner mto a 
palliation of slavery, but not even the scanty loaf can break down 
the passionate love of our operatives for personal freedom. (Cheers.) 

Mr. EcGLES Shobbooks (Over Darwen) said : The resolution 
which I have the honour to second calls upon the Chambers of 
Commerce and the press of this country to speak out boldly on 
behalf of British honour and international law. (Hear.) Our 
government, during the contest raging in America, has shown great 
prudence and judgment in the adminiatration of a^airs ; but, with 
regard to the Alabama, we think they have not been sufficiently on 
the alert We cannot suppose that there was intentional neglect, 
but a remissness, which may be injurious to the interests of the 
country. The law prohibits (59 Geo. III., c. 69, sea 7), under a 
penalty of fine and imprisonment and forfeiture of property, the 
equipment, furnishing, and fitting out or arming of any veaBel to 
be employed in the service of any foreign prince, state, or potentate, 
with intent to commit hostilities against the subjects or citizens of 
any prince or state with whom his Majesty shall not then be at war. 
(^Hear.) It behoves us to be very careful how we act, for we may 
find in future that our own conduct and actions at this time may be 
brought seriously to bear against us ; if we, imfortunatelj, should 
be at war with some great power, we may derive great injiuy from 
the assistance which may be given by neutral powers to our oppo- 
nents. (Hear.) I think that our Chambers of Commerce would be 
legitimately employed in taking up this question, as it affects our 
interests seriously in case we are belligerents ; but above all, inas- 
much as it endaoigers the relations between two great countries 
connected so intimately as the United States and England. During 
the Bussian war there was a resolution passed by the Chamber 
of Commerce. The merchants of New York, as part of the 
body of merchants of the United States, will uphold the govem- 
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t Ib HkB foUvwatoQUMBof the iieatff»H^ lMm<«w 
jAi»y^MkaxmM^4md^<9pt IliftVe«iwi^s^gtcd«dtiw««t>QftiM 
t^Bited Statet, ul jv ea o i ^i og 4hk BMi!l0a]%, lui ^mdingin haatPa 
4od ooBBoieBoe as well as in l«w,«iid tfa^ cbBomioe tlu86 wlto 
'Tiolftto thracL as diMurbeis of ike peaoe of the werid, to he hM <ilL 
urn venal abkoireaoe. It is of great impottanee that the oeoaameMil 
"oUsses ahould bring their iBfl«etioe to bear, tha4; our relatioiis be.iult 
disturbed With ai^y eoantiy, maoh less with a naition like Aiftesid^ 
iirith whom we are so intunately ooBneeied. We seethe gveat indta- 
4iim that has been eaused by the one vessel, ih» Alabama. Ewy maH 
txrkigs us evidence how grea% the pubkc miad has beenatiived.; 
.what is it likely to be, if we«Qow the laxge nttmber ef vessels now 
buildiiig for the O^afedeiates to leave o«r shores ? It will be alaMst 
•ifl^KMwible to provent « wiar between ihis eonntxy and ftke Kortkctti 
t^tfls. (Hear.) And what mil be the zesult ? Instead of Lanoa- 
<ahire sufiezii]g for a period, to which ikere inay be alimit by the 
increattng supplies of cotton firom other •cottntries, the whole eowrtty 
fwould Buffer, and kx a pexdod whioh no man ean determine. Be 
<you think tlukt, -as seme compensation, the existing <8took8 of cotton 
in America would come to our relief ? I think not The North 
•Am^oans would «et with an energy which they have not yet 
ahown. Xheir want of success Htitierto may be traced to ^a want of 
limited effort^ while their oppotients have been firm<ainddetecmiiiBed. 
^ut in a war with this country, arising from a refusal to cany out 
'«ur own laws, feeling ths^ their cause was jost, ihe whole country 
would rise, (fiesar.) Gbreat as their 'sacrifices have been ki the 
ipxeaemt conflict, they would not hesitate to employ the whole re- 
^•ources of the country ; and I believe the fust act would be to <bttm 
4hose. stocks of cotton whidi are said to eadst, ioeil order to ipreve&t 
4heir export to this ooimtry. The ocean would «oan be ^covered 
with .privatbeers, which would issue from the numerous ports on their 
axteiwied -coast, to pr^ upon our commerce in every part of the 
world, and ike trade o£ the whole country would be prostrnted. 
^ood woidd be doubled in price, and it would -be almost impossible 
4o obtain the 'req:inBite supplies for our populatiosi; so that ovr 
^otmtKymen nught be starvxog at our doors, and we unable to asaiat 
them. (Hear. ) It is ^be duty of the oonunetroial clasaes, by whose 
iibitity and energy the oountcy has prospered on times past, and 
who would be the .^!eat st^erers in case of collision with America^ 
4o *take up thk question^ to look at it in all its bearings, and to 
'bring every influence to operate upon the govermnant to put in 
foroe the kvwa, which seem sufficient to stop the departure of these 
Tveasels of war. War, with its attendant evilsy may be uniLvoidable 
aometimes ; it <may be forced on a country after every hooouraULe 
aneans of avoiding it has failed ; but, in this case, the^vils would 
TOsefrom our own conduct, froma fSBilure in duly to a friendly 
^aountry) and on us would lie the responsibility of the<calan]itiesand 
^horrors which might arise. To that portion^of the press which ihaa 
«iever been able to appreciate the commercial il it e rast B of theoountary, 
twhieh ihas been constant in Its attadoi upon the men of this distriiit, 
^server -able to eomprehend our wants and iieoeasities, whioh'believeB 
"thatof Liaacaahiae weae'SiibaMCgad theoomitty a^ masM prapsiry 
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ttfw ui liwM» iktii mf pMfcy jDoudtnig that a «dv 

of its navy, to then -tovr'appeak ^on tim-qtte0tioBiril& "be in Tain; 
tafe4inm is » yarittgncf tfae fcww, ge p t ioat ed iiy tfast ■ ifl uwriw i l 
paper publiahed in yonr city, The Mtmeheater Examiner and limes^ 
to wMoh we miy lo<± lioinrard x>n 1to q»eBtiai}i| 1^at tiie whole 
jnbjeot jui^ he hiaiy^ ^lUy, 4od fieelj ^dlacusaecL We see ikem 
ihftt«B thaB'^TiMtkifi, ag Mliy iB ftatg on ao»e faiunB AOBMiaa, it it 
^g i rablo tbit ^vm ahoiodd call mpmi tha igoFBrameat to put ia. fotoa 
iflie nevftamltijy laws tifl tibe cotiBtiy. Beeond^, ttiat it is txtr uxterest 
to do everythxqg in -onr power to preventa oolIiBion witii tha Nortii^ 
inasmuch sm our eomniecce would i>e destcoja^i, lOur papulation 
mwM he vaAuoad ia muii^ a»d <a«r ^Miatiiy'a henear wmald ba 
•fenoiari,y oenpfOHued ; «aaL nert, we^ama ^^ordatyasfiieMb 
itf himnmity and freedom. Mayfiovct'df -ofos add to^&eirdiffi- 
oliLtieB ; ]n%y no deed (^ ovxalead to tiiie diviaian of IJie Republic^ 
which has affocdad ta licuoae to lainions of 4xat own couati^ymen, wha 
BMnst<ofttMc<imBeiub¥e.'snffeDad waata^ hooaa ; aiid,abovia 

taU, when mm see theaoi angagad in a ^rtruggile to«aat €poaa their aaidat 
iihat widch haa been tite rock ahead, the aooroe of danger, the great 
blot on their-cowiti^y, tiiat institution whidi is a dishonour and a curaa 
to aivjr coiuitQr. Sky not that they are tnaincere beoause £or so loog 
the fineeoMBaf the JTarth &ir the neke-oi paaoe have loaGbe oo»oea> 
aiana io the iAb/^ power, wh&ah by aonataDt aaooeaa «niy beoaaaa 
inore determined to overbear aU 'OppositioB. Say not they ata 
Insincere when you aee the sacrifices en life and treasure. The No^ 
iiave iMfla 'to hlama in tunes .gone by that thegr did not make a 
afeaad sguatsb the hatefial institution ; bat if you aany tha hiaoia 
to its fidleafc •eatent, even we ^ ur aa lvo a in tha m&mkty have not 
been blameleas in that we -were the great cemuxoen of uave grown 
ootfcon. .Now that th^ are awakened to the enormity of the evil 
4iKhich is in their -azidai^ I think th«{y ame antided to tha syaipathiaa 
aif .aU .-lof«ra«f fteedoDL Bespots and iynyats aaight be aatij^bed to 
■ee 1^ two satioBs, hitherto the ft a e a a oet in the caoae af fireodam, 
destxned aa we beSieve to lead the world to new trinmpha in 
civilisation, to aee these two ei^^ed in a death stn^ggle, but it 
would he a sad aight m tha midw of tbe nineteenth oentuiy. 
Ladiee and geatt wnen, jtaniaat not, at oaamet, it Aall net he. Fortlia 
■ake <€xf our own iDtawaia aa possiye belligaraBt^ 
tx>untry'a good, which would be sacrifie^ by « eoQision with tha 
Ujuted Stabea» A&d for the interests of humani(<y and freedom, we 
VBastutiga tiieClhaBabera^CoiaiBavoetoq[>eako«t WamustoaQ 
«pon the paeaa toteKert ita wnJafaMwi, hy niflfirtwgs Jike tha preaani 
we must vofnae the paUie atbentioiL to put a pressam iroofn Hm 
jgoveimnent that no more war Bhipa *fot vhB ^cncQxectx 'Conzedfliac^ 
msg leave our ahorea. (Cheers.) 
Tha JMotian waa adopted with jgnaX <Afti«ring. 

Kr. lEBjnai lottm, wIid was tnanh cheend, maf9^ ^Madoption 
tif 13ie f oQowii^g Teaomtion and petitiDn : — 
Xbst a nuBiopial wahocjyay «be laiitiaiaaw «f tha kumgctng fisslotiais he 
a 4ti>iilirian >ha, ippaftntafl h/4ba Oaioa ami Biasncipa^n 



Digitized 



by Google i 



Bodfltj, to preMot it to Her Majesty's SeoratuT of Stite for Foreicii JJ&in: 
■od that a petition embodying the sabstanoe of the resolutions be aoopted ana 
forwarded to Thomas Bazlej, Esq., M.P., for presentation. 

To the Hooonrablo the Commons of Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament 



The petition of citizens of Manchester, Salford, and other parts of Lancashire, 

Bespectftillj sheweth, — That at a pnblio meeting oonVened in the Free-trade 
Hall, m the city of Manchester, on the 6th Apru, 1863j whereat about six 
fhonsand persons assembled, it was resolved to dU. the senons attention of jonr 
hoooarabie honse to the baildiog of vessels in Her Migestj's dominions, for 
warlike porposes, for the rebel Slaveholder's Confederacy, to lie need against the 

?>vernment of the United States, with which this country is in friendly relations, 
our petitioners have heard with profound regret that two ships of war, called 
respectively the JFhrida and the JjabamOf built on the Mersey, have seized and 
destroyed on the high seas, about forty unarmed vessels belonging to a friendly 
nation, and whilst engaged in the peaceful pursuits of commerce. Tour peti- 
tioners have heard with humiliation and shame the expression in your honourable 
house attributed to the builder of the AlabamOj that the entire transaction was 
fully known to Her Majesty's government and was perfectly **oi>enand above 
board," although the law oflviers of the crown have^ven their opinion that the 
said vessels should not have been allowed to sail, x our petitioneiiB have good 
ressons to believe that there are building in Her Migesty's dominions more than 
forty vessels for the aforesaid rebels. Tour petitioners believe that about 
twelve of said vessels are being "iron-dad," and comprise gun and mortar boats, 
that the remainder are being so constructed as to be at once carrying and fighting 
ahips ; moreover, the intercepted despatdies of the rebel confeideracy and their 
agents in this country, dated August and October, 1862, fully corroborate and 
sustain this conviction of your petitioners. Your petitioners urgently press 
upon your honourable house the necessity of calling upon Her Majesty's govern- 
ment to detain and prevent from leaving our shores the said vessels until the 
present stru^le in the United States be terminated ; in accordance with prece- 
dents established by the United States government in the cases of the building 
of two vessels— the UnUedSkOeaBteaxnerf for the German government in 1848-9, 
and the General Admiral in 1853, — then in construction for the government of 
Bussia. with whovi Her Majesty was that time at war. Tour petitioners beg to 
remind your honourable house of the precedent established b^ the two priocipal 
members of the Queen's present ministrv, in the case of the ship United Kingdom^ 
which had been built to aid Don Carlos m the civil war of Spain. There havine 
been no legal ground for detaining the ship, she was accompanied and watched 
by a British man-of-war, which frustrated her objects. Tour petitioners call the 
attention of your honourable house to the fact that the Alabcana was manned by 
trained gunners of Her Miyesty's Kaval Reserve — British subjects ; and your 
petitioners are surprised that no steps have been taken to bring before the proper 
tribunal the persons who liave so grossly violated the foreign eulistment law by 
these acts, x our petitioners regard, with the gravest apprehension, the irritation 
which will be caused in the United States by the building and manning in Eng- 
lish ports of such a navy for the use and service of the slaveholding rebels. 
Tour petitioners believe that the national honour and morality are deeply con- 
cerned in these transactions, and that unless Her M^jest;^'s government interfere 
to prevent their recurrence, they will be held as substantially aiding and abetting 
a power which all civilised communities will brand as infamous. That your 
petitioners are forced to the conviction that the peaceful relations between the 
two countries are seriously jeopar^sed, and that we are drifting into a war which 
would be ruinous to our commerce, would cot off our supplies of food, would 
place the millions in sullen opposition to the government and in sympathy with 
the " enemy," mav hereby involve the loss of our colonial possessions, and en- 
danger not only the stability of our existing institutions, but even the integrity 
of the United Kingdom itself. Tour petitioners most solemnly pray your 
honorable house, in behalf of Ihe momentous interests of these realms and of 
all civilisation, to interpose your power and authority to prevent from leaving 
the shores of the United Kingdom any vessel which may be reasonably suspected 
of being intended to aid theslave power.^And your petitioofln will ever pray. 
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Mr. Jones said: I came quite unprepared to address you, but I 
don't think that a man needs mnch preparation when his heart is 
in the right pkoe. (Cheers. ) The petition folly embodies and 
carries out the sentiments of this meeting, and I have not the 
slightest doubt that it will be adopted by you with unanimity. Tou 
are only asked to be consistent, and to carry out the anti-slaveiy 
policy of those who liyed before you. Tou are asked not merely to 
prevent the catching and selling of slaves, but to prevent the 
murdering of slaves. Within an hour's ride of Manchester an 
insult has been offered to the British nation, and to morality all 
over the world, by the fitting out a pirate ship. (Cheers.) We 
demand that the government shall put a stop to this levying of war 
in a clandestine manner upon a Mendlv state. We are sdl in favour 
of non-intervention ; you would not allow the government to send a 
war ship against either North or South. WiU you allow a private 
individual to do for sordid motives what you would not allow the 
government to do? (Cheers.) Something has been said about those 
who built the idiip, I mean the gentlemen (I) who caused the ship 
to be built not knowing what it was built for. {t* has been plainly 
shown that the speculators who built these ships knew well what 
was being done. Not only do they disgrace the British nation, 
but they levy war in the most dastardly manner ; they are not only 
pirates but cowards, because they dare, not avow their intentions. 
(Cheers.) The Alabama. went on a mission of murder, j&eighted 
with treachery and lies. (Cheers.) You are asked to allow such a 
transaction to take place almost within ear shot of this meeting. 
But you prevented it, not the government. (Cheers.) You stopped 
the Alexandra, ^Cheers.) The government obtains a certain 
amount of populanty by intending to do the wrong and allowing 
you to make it do the right. (Hear.) The wind that stopped the 
Alexandra blew from Manchester. (Cheers and laughter.) That 
wind arose in the Free-trade Hall, at your previous great meeting, 
and at other great meetings held throughout the country. Yes, it 
was a Manchester wind that drove the Alexandra on a sandbank, 
and that holds her fast there. (Cheers.) And I hope you will not 
let the gale die out until every such pirate craft; is stranded, and 
until the real captain, not Butcher but Laird, is shipwrecked along 
with the vessels that he wanted to launch upon piratical expeditions. 
(Cheers.) The feeling of this meeting is unmistakably imanimous ; 
I thank Heaven that it is so. When the common sense of the 
British people has been appealed to, as well as J^heir sense of right 
and justice, it has never l>een in vain. Strike the key note of truth 
and a responsive melody is awakened in the heart of every British 
workman and every man of every class, except some few black 
sheep who exist in every community. (Cheers and laughter.) 
Remember that those who use English labour and capital to enchain 
the black abroad are the very men who would enchiun the white at 
home. (Hear.) Therefore, you are defending your own rights, 
asserting your own fiberties, ensuring your own freedom, and 
winning the admiration of mankind by &e course you have adopted. 
(Loud Cheers.) 
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«proMDd.]lLM:<»idialappqa^ otf the dbofe ywceacKagB.. 



]f«( Joan NoBidB^ JTUb, n^ported tiie iwiJiilliiiii^ and abrtedtfaa^ 
iph«n ia Livecpool tlw otkef^da^! he miAeoL thayud of M6a»fciias0pG^> 
flnd aaw a> guBhoak; whidk was nid toba faiildiiig.for the Smpeiov o^ 
China. (LaaglriaR) One of thcae pkttto shipe had; obixib) tp: aq 
nntinii^ end, audi aach ftJate^ it waa to betho^ed^ laeidd ovaatakq 
tiiem aH Xhongh the praa^ fos* the> moat paet, and the weailtii^ 
daaaea laaae lor the Somdh, the^ maaa. ofi the pe^lo were- fiort the 
North, heoaaae their heart waaaouiid. (Seafk> ft waaim^aBaiUe 
that thoae iHmi hired true liberfy could agmiiatiiiae iMt apaople niio 
mae. fighting for ite deatniotioB. (Oheen.) 

The motion was canaed nnaniinoiisl]^. ** 

On the motJon of Dr. P. Cabpknteb, seconded by life. 6omr- 
c£llpr ]tf irsBAT, a yote of thanks was given to the CfiAiB,iKA|r^ 
wihiob closed the interestii^ and instructiye ^zoceedin^ 



7HS CASH 07 THE ''^ALABAMA.''' 

To th J^Mor qf the. ** VaSly.Ntm.'* 

Sir,^Tha Bnha of Newcastle aajSk in hia speeeh at SUhefleldr-^ IVSe' have 
been told withia Oieaa few boiiua tbat it ^ ttie bwaineas, o| the goYermnent, in lAa 
cojidact towards other nations, to. disregard, the te^hniisal loles o£ Law, thoa^ 
rales being intendieid to represent the rtues of international lavr." Nobody, let! 
me assave the Dake, bas said an^thin^ so absurd. What tias been said is, that^ 
*^ the duties of nations towar-ds eaeh other are not Urmdly hgai tethmcaUtiea, but 
aie as broad aa the rales, of moi^aUtj and: honour." AUavr. me to odBfor. 70B 
briefly my veasooa for belieyiag tM this statem^^t is trae». If I ap^pear^ UMa^ 
many Qthers, to be against the government of my own country in the ];aatter>o|- 
the 4lcibama and her fellows, yon will bear me witness that I was as strongly 
against the American goTernment in the matter of the Treaty and that no one h^fii 
more heartily condemned the bearing and language of Mr. Seward on some 
oooaaions towards this oouQte7:>. I only pliaaded in thoas oaaea for the allowance 
due <K> the fiaelinga of a nation in tha i^^y ofa strqgfjilis for e^atenoe^ 

1?Iiat our munieipal law can liqut our duties towards btW nations, \fi what ppi, 
one, I suppose, could expressly assert; though it was tacitly assiim^jil, if i 
mistake not^ in the f^me Minister^ speech on Mr. Forster's motion. 

As to ^* International Law," its nretensions, if I may presume to say so, are 
getting rather hi^ InternatioHal law is a law witbout a. legislator, withpat a 
defined' juriediotion, without a tribunal, an4 without a sanetion. \t i&4i law 
vbioh^ when it has abjudicated in ^our favour, instead of reatonngyou to youi^ 
rights, empowers and enjoins you to fight a duel. 

A book on international law is a somewhat heterogeneous collection. It 
eomprehetids treaties and eonv«ntions, rules for the constraotion of foreign 
eondraetsaud the deoision of questiiona of domicile by oourta. whioh we not inters 
national, but national, wnd other infonna^on of a miscellaneous kind. Biut 
when vou coma to the proper. suMect of the bool(« yoa find that it is an ^liea^ 
Uon of the common rules of molality to the intereourse of nations considered aa 
moral i>ersons. These rules derive no additional force from the sanction ot - 
interaational lawyers, nor are they limited in the slightest dagiee by anything 
wliioh international lawyers may have thought fit to lay down. 
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Ur There is bo **law*' betweeu nations wUob can siipersede the jurivAotioii 4^ 
liatanl moraJity a^dhoBaurr as the juris4ictiott of natiiM morarlity and hoAoar 
ia Buperseded between; pecsooa aoder. the same jurisdiction by tnaniolpalfatik 
Ukadiif we asanoie that^ there is such a Taw, and at the bidding afits nrofeasors 
fGaregardtharules;!^. natural, morality ai^d honour in any caise where those rules 
are agaiiiflt-uft, we shal^involva ourselves in i^njust wars. .' - >, ^ : 

f • The present ease is this. - The Federals have blockaded theOenfi^deratdtoorts, 
thereby, among other things, protecting their oWn commerce against Ck>nfiMeraie 
priTateara. - We are Allowing the Confederate' government to send; oat its 
privateenl froai:Onr ports instead, clear lof thehlockade^ and to prer from oar 
ahonca iwoit tha Federal oommeroe*. We are allowing them to do this,>8objeet 
to ; thai wnce of 4BtectiQa.in each sevet*alinstance by the American AFmister, 
andi the pnodaetiea by him, in time fpr the very deliberate opin^^ of the Htfr 
offieeEAto^ihe^orown^ of such evidence as our government may consider sufficient 
toaaonre*'ooi|Wctioa. - 

•' Now, whether this be a tachnical offence in the code of international Ta/wyers 
or B^ it is, iia;the .cour<{ of natural morality, a flagrant and most 'maddening 
wrong ; andf. if persisted in, it will involve us in a war in which Justice will not 
be^noitfaide. »•«.?.. 

*-'Ebti eAse «f thesO) priyateers bears no analogy to thairof a* sale of articles 
teontnalNmd of war, or even of ships of war, to belligerents. As to the sale' of 
contraband oif war, I confess that I am not disposed to he sq,ueamish. 1 would 
as soon sell saltpetre to one party, as bread, which is a most essential ^'mnnition 
of^war^V: to the others; Wno^can tell the exact difference between a common 
saddle and a. cavalry saddle ? Who can say what sort of a ship may not serve, 
and'be intended fop»: purposes of war > ~ '^ 

•. • The JMmna was not "exported." She did not go, nor was she intended to 
go, to any place in the territory of her purchasers. Fitted out, ihanned, and 
really commissioned in this country, she has been cruising from a British port 
against the commerce of a friendly nation. Every one can see the broad 
dimerence between such a case as tbiaand the case of a vessel bought in a neutral 
country bv a belligerent, and carried by the purchaser into his own port, there 
to be fitted out, manned, and sent forth against the enemy as a ship of war. 

That than vessel is not oruiaitog from her own .ports is clear from this, among 
other things, that she is compelled to bura^ her pri^^s at sea, instead of tdcing 
them to be condemned in a prize court: a practice which is against the usages of 
civilised war. ■ . 

If there is anything at all analogons to the case of ih^ Alabama^ it isthe 
pe^ittiBg troops to pasa over year k^rritory %o the invasion of a friendly pqwer. 
: Snppoee Ireland, embracing the principles laid down by the Southern party 
in America and in this country, were to use the sacrea right of aecesaion. 
Suppose we had blockaded the Irish ports; and sifppose Spain were to allow 
privat?ers commissioned by the rebel government of Irelaind, with Spanish 
orews, to issue from the Spanish ports and prey on our commerce; what would 
the people of this country demand of their gavernment ? They must expect the 
American peoplatb demand the- same- of theirs. 

' As to the nominal transformation which these shiMnnderga when out jit sea, 
by the reading of a conitnisiBion from ^Jefferton Davis, and the callings for 
** volunteers "among a crew who have been engaged and paid from the outset 
as man-oif'war*s men; sdeh a hocOB-poens oannM -affect any moral queation^ In 
the eye of morality, it is Hfothing bat a |iroof of fraud. Nor 4oes the running ap 
for a moment of (yonfederate'eokmralesseathe injury done to the honour of this 
country by private<>ring, as the iUstema doea^ under the British flag* 

Our govemmeni^ let it be observed^sre not tmeta their own theory. . Their 
theory, as' stated by the 'Solioitor-Geneml, is, that when a privateer lias once 
bilked an-Act of Parliament^ ^ur -legal position ia impregnable, and our duty is at 
an end. Bat the government,' mged ,by the voioe of morality beyond the line 
traced for th«m by their legal advisers, pursue the Alabatna to Nassau, l^he 
same voice, if fairly listened to, will urge them to pursue her wherever she is to 
be found. 

Ajid what af the Confederate gWarnment? Th6y are notoriously and syste- 
matically oommitting breaches of oar neatiallty, and tempting the aalgects of 
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this realm to yiolate its laws, at the risk of inyolying the people of this conntiy 
in a terrible war. They, as a ^▼emmeot, are commissioniDg Tessets to sau 
firom our ports and attack our friends. Are thej doine as no wrone ? And if 
thej are aoing ns a wrong, are they' not to be called toaeconntfor it? As 
against the .Confederate, or anj other foreign goyemment, our goyemment 
need no new powers from parliament. Thej are folly empowered already to 
vindicate the rights^ protect the interests, and uphold tiie honoar of the nation. 
Nor, with deference to international lawyers, can I see any limit to the proper 
exercise of these powers, except the limits of natural justice. 

The government of England may, I trust, on this and on all occasions, reckon 
on carrying the people with it into a just war, however great may be the dangers 
and suneriugs which the war may entail. But it cannot, on this occasion at 
least, reckon on carrying the people with it into an unjust war. The bond of 
nationality is strong, but it sometimes is inevitably superseded in the allegiance 
of the heart by the blood of a common cause. History does not blame the Pro- 
testant subjects of Catholic monarchies in the sixteenth century for having stood 
W Protestantism against their national governments. A case, similar in kind, 
though less extreme in degree, has occurred now. The cause of the aristocraey 
on both sides of the Atlantic is one; and accordingly our aristocracy, and the 
parliament in which it predominates, have shown for the cause of the slaveowner 
an enthusiasm which they haye never shown for any other cause in history. 
"Hie cause of the people on both sides of the Atlantic is also one; and a large 
part of the English people now feel this to their hearts core. — I am, &c., 

April 10. GoLDwiN Smith. 

P.S. The journal which unhappily has the credit of being the principal organ 
of the government, or at least of the Prime Minister, persists in saying that **a 
war would give us cotton in a month." Surely this is an argument to which ' 
those among the people who are most interested in getting cotton have, over and 
over again, given a decisive answer. 



THE FOREIGN ENLISTMENT ACT AND THE 
SOLICITOR-GENERAL. 

(^hm the " Manchester Examiner and TbneSf*^ April liihf 1S63,J 

A gentleman in Manchester wrote to the Solicitor-General, after 
the meeting of Monday last, with reference to his speech as quoted 
and commented npon by Mr. Pope. The following answer has 
been received : — 

Lincoln's Inn, April 9th, 1863. 

I have to thank yon for your courtesy, m sending me a copy of the Manchater 
Exammer^ containing a report of the meeting held on Monday last. I observe, 
in Mr. Pope's remarks, that I am referred to as having quoted the terms of the 
7th section of the Foreiffn Enlistment Act, as requinng that a ship (to £U1 
within its provisions) should be "fitted out," "equipped, and armed {^ mstead 
of " ejLuipped, furnished, fitted out, or armed." This error (which, )£ I had 
made it, wo*ild have justly received the correction given to it by Mr. Pope in 
his speech) is not mine, but is that of the reporters, who, generally, are very 
aeourate, but who, in this instance, did not correctly give my words, as will l>e 
seen by a corrected report of my speech on that occasion, now in course of 
publication. The difference is, as Mr. Pope observes, an important one, and I 
nave always been fully alive to its importance. Yon are at liberty to make any 
use you please of this letter.— I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

ROUHOELL PlIMBB. 
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